Hydro-Fracturing
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 QUESTIONS TO ASK A CONTRACTOR. ..
-..BEFORE HAVING YOUR WELL HYDRO-FRACTURED

:  Chlorinated water is pumped through

- the packer at pressures berween 1,000

¢ and 4,000 psi (for comparison, a fire

- hose sprays at between 100 and 300 psi,
acarwasharoundl,ooopsi)andar

¢ flow rates of between 65 and 200 g/m

: causing the pressure in the sealed well
. below the packer to rise.

When the high pressure suddenly

drops, that's a sign the fissures have
© been opened. The packer is then moved
- down the well shaft and the process

While there are a few contractors in

- Canada with sophisticated machinery

:  that specialize in hydro-fracturing, most
. are drillers that have a smaller hydro-

. fracturing pump on their rig that's used
- once a well is deemed deep enough to

. intersect a water-bearing foundation.

- And when it comes to hydro-fracturing,
. size matters: the higher the pressure and
i greater the volume, the more likely

¢ you'll be successful.

Hydro-fracturing doesn't come with-

. out risks—nearby wells can be tem-

. porarily stirred up with muck or

. discoloured and there’s a chance of in-

: troducing salt or sulphur to a once

- clean system. But when it works—and a
. typical improvement can be double or

¢ triple the original output—the difference
- is life altering. Just ask Mike Welsby,

¢ who's now averaging over 1,800 gallons

° What is your success rate?

* How do you define success? Any increase
or a minimum increase, say 1 g/m?

* What do you charge? Does the client still
pay if there’s no increase in water yield?

© in the well below the casing.

© per day or just over 1 g/m. “It certainly
saved our well,” he says.

“But those aren’t the ones that we

: really excited about,” adds David Slade
- of Drillwell Enterprises Ltd. in Duncan,
: B.C. “It’s the ones that go from nothing
- and then 1o 6 or 8 g/m. Then people

¢ are dancing in the street.”
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